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CHAMPAIGN, Ill. - While it may seem like every insect out there is trying to eat your plants, not all the insects in the garden are pests. In fact, fewer than 1% of all insects are considered pests.
Invite good insects into the garden to help battle pest bugs
Q: I have tomato and pepper plants in my garden that are getting very small holes in their leaves. Most of the holes are less than one-eighth of an inch in size. I can’t find any bugs, but ...
HOME GROWN: Garden plants may be OK despite insects chewing them up
Carnivorous plants are fascinating. They have turned the tables on the insect world, where they threaten the hunter with becoming the prey. You can even create your own little shop of horrors with a ...
The curious case of carnivorous plants capturing insects
By making just a few tweaks to your plant care routine, you can offer your houseplants round-the-clock protection from insects.
3 ways to protect your houseplants from bugs
And yet, not only are corpse flowers a thing, they are a giant thing. The amorphophallus titanum or “corpse flower” is a huge flower that, when it blooms, gives off a smell akin to rotting meat.
'Corpse Flowers' Are a Thing, and You Can Watch One Bloom
Numerous species of insects and predatory mites attack the pests that feed on our plants. Lady beetles, lacewings, syrphid or hoverflies, robber flies, paper wasps, assassin bugs, mites and ...
SKIP RICHTER: Bring insect allies to garden
A new plant is in bloom at Mitchell Park Domes, so prepare your noses! The corpse flower is back at the Domes. The flower, also known as Amorphophallus titanum, emits a powerful odor that is described ...
Corpse flower blooms at Mitchell Park Domes
Not sure where to start? Below, we rounded up the plants gardeners love to use to repel annoying bugs. They won’t wipe out mosquitoes, ticks, or flies for good—no plant really will—but their ...
10 Plants That May Help Repel Bugs Like Mosquitoes, Flies, Spiders, and More
Insects can ... carrot flies, and slugs. • Chrysanthemums: If ants are drawing homeowners’ ire, chrysanthemums may do the trick. These eye-catching flowers also are believed to repel fleas ...
Plants that can keep bugs away from outdoor living spaces
If uncertain whether Scarites occur in your garden, you can set up a pitfall trap, a mechanism used for sampling soil-dwelling insects (Photo 3). To set a pitfall trap, dig a hole, place a 12-16 ounce ...
Michigan insects in the garden - Season 2 Week 4: Scarites
Plant a few companion plants around the plants that are the most irresistible to insects. For example, basil deters flies, mosquitoes and hornworms, while chives repel aphids and mites.
How to Make Your Plants Insect-Proof
“While I was standing and staring at flowers, watching insects come and go, I noticed that a lot of the insects that were visiting were not bees,” says Olsson. Discouraged by the lack of interest in ...
How Bee-Impersonating Flies Help With Pollination
A tiny bee imposter, the syrphid fly, may be ... were made by other insects and spiders. "We found that there really were a dramatic number of pollinators visiting flowers that were not bees ...
Bee-impersonating flies show pollinator potential
The flowers of the Greek plant Aristolochia microstoma emit a foul, musty scent that seems to mimic the smell of decaying insects. The fly pollinators from the genus Megaselia likely get attracted ...
Botany: Scent of death attracts coffin flies to pipevine flowers
Not all bugs are alike ... While the adult Hover Fly is a beneficial pollinator that feeds on flower nectar, a healthy larval population of the Hover Fly can decimate up to 80% of an average ...
EXTENSION NOTES Beneficial garden bugs: The good flies
Unfortunately, insects often fail to garner public affection in meaningful ways. After all, how often do you think about the insects that play a role in sustaining the food you eat, the plants you ...
Insects are friends, not foes
However, there are two regions of the Earth where you will barely find any insects. In Antarctica, only the wingless midge – a tiny fly – can ... depends on flowering plants – something ...
Today's Crossword: Without air or flowers, can insects live in the ocean?
For a few plants, including peas, kale and lilies, flies were the only pollinators observed. Bees still made the majority, about 61%, of floral visits, but the rest were made by other insects and ...
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